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Young Architect Wins Award 
LISABETH SCOTT, young English 
architect, is to design the new 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in London. 
She has achieved her triumph at the age 
of 29. 


Brazilian Women in 


RAZILIAN women may congratulate 

themselves upon already having a 
considerable number of representatives in 
professions which have only recently 
opened their doors to women. Many 
among them have obtained the title of 
doctor, of engineer, of attorney. Lately, 
Dr. Joana Lopes, eminent physician and 
ardent Feminist, has been ‘appointed 
gynecologist at the Federal institution 
for abnormal women. This appointment 


was made by the President of Brazil, in | 


spite of numerous men candidates, in 
recognition of the devotion with which 
Dr. Lopes has up to this time given her- 
self to the service of this institution. 


Equal Rights Bills at Albany 
HE subject of Equal Rights for women 


promises to engage, in a larger de- — 


gree than formerly, the attention of the 
present Legislature, says the Albany, New 
York, Bureau of the New York World. 


Senator Mastick has introduced in the 
Upper House a series of bills to seat wom- 
en on juries. This was followed by As- 
semblyman Hofstadter with a measure 
which would permit women to serve on 
juries without compelling them to do so. 

It accomplishes this purpose by includ- 
ing both men and women among those 
legally qualified, and then adding a new 
section permitting a woman to claim ex- 
emption on the ground of sex. 

“The bill will probably be contested by 
the real Equal Rights people because of 
its failure to establish an absolute parity,” 
the World says. 


Another measure Mr. Hofstadter has 
drawn for introduction would do away 


with the present legal fiction that a wom- | 


an’s legal residence is always that of her 
husband, by providing that the “domicile” 
of a married woman shall be established 
by the same facts and rules of law as the 
residence of any other person. 

“The present system under which a 
woman’s domicile is arbitrarily fixed by 
her husband’s residence,” Mr. Hofstadter 
said, “is not consonant with the modern 
conception of woman’s individuality and 
freedom of choice. We are still going 
under a law enacted in 1909, which was 
taken from the laws of 1896, which in 
turn had their source in 1840.” 


Feminist Notes 


Turkish Women Seek Equal Rights 


HE Union of Turkish women, accord- 
ing to L/Intransigeant, has just begun 
a great campaign to secure for women the 
same political rights that men have. These 


are specificatly denied them by the Con- 


stitution of the Republic, which provides 
that “Only citizens of the stronger sex 
may vote and hold office.’ Members of 
the Union proposed to nominate a woman 
candidate for the coming legislative elec- 
tion and so place before the authorities a 
fait accompli, but the president of the 
Union, Nezihie Mouhidine Hanoum, thinks 
it best to name a man known to be sym- 
pathetic to the Feminist cause, because 
under the circumstances a woman could 
not be elected.. 

The Union, however, decided send 
a deputation to Moustapha Kemal to ask 
his aid in obtaining equal political rights 
for women, and they will hold a mass 


meeting in the Hippodrome at Stamboul 
- at which they will appeal to public opin- 
ion. Kasim Pacha, president of the Turk- 


ish Parliament, states that he does not 
wish women to be left behind by men in 
the matter of progress and reform, and 
for this reason he suggests that they 
ought to try to get the right of suffrage 
before thinking of being elected to office. 


Status Under New F “an Law Not 
Settled 


UESTIONS have recently been asked 
O by members of the French Chamber 
of Deputies concerning the administration 
and interpretation of the new French law 
concerning the nationality of married 
women. 


To the question whether a French wom- 
an employed in the postal service would 
lose her job if she married a Belgian, the 
Minister of Commerce replied: “An inter- 
departmental commission is going to be 
formed to establish the administrative 
status of women Government employees 
married to foreigners. Until a decision 
can be made on this point the discharge 
of the employee in whose case it has 


_ arisen will be held up.” 


Another Deputy informed the Minister 
of Public Instruction that a woman 
teacher was putting off her marriage to 
a Belgian until she should know what her 
rights are and what her status would be. 
The reply was: “Under the law of Au- 
gust 10, 1927, this teacher can keep her 
French nationality after her marriage. 


_ If that is her intention, she can be kept 


provisionally on the rolls awaiting the 
making in the near future of a regulation 
concerning the nationality of women Gov- 
ernment employees.” 


Equal Rights 


Hungary Has Woman Bank Director 
ORDON HOLMES has been made a 
director of the City Savings Bank 
in Budapest. She is the first woman 
bank director in Hungary. 


Married Teachers Won't Be Ousted 

IKE the newspapers, of course, we 

mean “married women teachers.” 
The copyreaders seem to admit it would 
be unthinkable to oust the married men 
teachers. The victory is in the District 
of Columbia; where only seven out of. 
seventy associations and _ individuals 
answering a questionnaire asking whether 
married women should be retained as 
teachers in the schools of the National 
Capital voted against the married woman 
teacher. The answers came from thirty- 
nine parent-teachers’ associations, twenty 
citizens’ associations, and eleven indi- 
viduals, and 90 per cent. of them favored 
justice for the married woman teacher. 


Women’s Franchise in Ceylon 
S a result of the inquiry of the Ceylon 
Commission into the constitution of 
the island, women have been stimulated 
to form a Ceylon Women’s Franchise 
Union, whose program includes a demand 
for votes for women over 25 years old 
who possess English or vernacular school- 
leaving certificates, and certain property 
qualifications. We wonder why they do 
not set the age of voting at 21, as it is 
for men. 


Woman Brings Down Rum Plane 
T was a woman who captured the first 
airplane caught smuggling rum from 
Mexico to New Mexico. She is Juanita 
McDaniels of ElPaso, Texas, a special 
agent of the Border Patrol of the Customs 
Service. Miss McDaniels is only 22 years 
old, and her newspaper photographs bear 
out the regulation newspaper phrase, “22 
and pretty.” She stayed at the wheel of 
her automobile fifty-six hours waiting for 
the plane to land. She had learned, in a 
way her chiefs’ call “uncanny,” that the 


plane was going to attempt to land in 


New Mexico with a cargo of smuggled 
liquor. 

Miss McDaniels has often been under 
fire, and she has many times awaited 
gangsters on lonely border roads. 


Women of Brazilian State Enfranchised 
HE session of the Legislature of the 
State of Rio Grande de Norte, Brazil, 

passed a new electoral law granting to 

women the right to vote and hold pblic 
office. This is believed, the Pan-American 

Union reports, to be the first grant of 

woman — in Brazil. 


fy 
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American banners, the flag of the 


Sa by side with the Cuban and 
National Woman’s Party of purple, 


white and gold, floated from the balcony — 


of their headquarters at the Sevilla Bilt- 
more to welcome President Coolidge, on 
his arrival. 

The visiting members of the National 


-Woman’s Party attended the opening ses- 


sion of the Pan-American conference on 
Monday, January 16. 

While waiting for the arrival of the 
American President to open the Pan- 
American conference of 21 American 
States, neither the women of the National 
Woman’s Party nor the Cuban and Latin- 
American women were idle. For they 
succeeded by concentrated effort in or- 
ganizing, and before the conference was 
opened they were ready with the pro- 
posals they wished to submit to the con- 
ference for consideration. 

Already one resolution has been ania 
mously adopted by a group of Cuban 
women for presentation at the conference, 


asking the Conference to negotiate a 


treaty, the first of its kind in the history 


of the world, declaring that men and 


women shall be equal before the law. 
The day before the Conference opened 
the Partido Democratico Sufragista at 
the rooms, 6 Prado, received Mrs. Clarence 
M. Smith, national chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and Doris Stevens, 
chairman for international action, to- 


gether with an enthusiastic group of 


their own members and other prominent 
Havana women interested in improving 
the status of women in the American coun- 
tries. 

Maria Collado, as president of the or- 
ganization, introduced the speakers, who 


The Modern 


thinking people in the United States 

that the single moral standard is not 
only equitable and desirable, but prac- 
ticable. If this means anything at all, 
it means that offenders against this stand- 
ard should receive their just legal deserts 
without discrimination as to sex. A num- 
ber of communities in this country, how- 
ever, have failed so far, in recognizing and 
applying this principle. They are using, 


| T is now conceded by the majority of 


_ instead, various schemes for dealing with 


prostitution, some of which closely ap- 
proximate the continental regulation sys- 
tems so completely exposed by Flexner in 
his report, “Prostitution in Europe.” 

Any and all programs based on the 


_ theory that prostitution, as a legal offense, 


is to be penalized only by dealing with the 
woman involved, are unsound legally and 
unfair socially. Hence, in the long run, 
they are as certain to fail here as they 


Events in Havana 


included Mrs. Smith, Miss Stevens, Mrs. 
L. 8. Houston and ex-Congressman Oscar 
Soto. One of the interesting guests pres- 
ent was Sefiora Digna Collaze, veteran 
suffragist who fought through the Cuban 
war of independence, which resulted in 
political freedom for Cuban men, but not 
for Cuban women. | 


A large committee of Cuban women 
was formed after the meeting to work 
with Mrs. Smith and Miss Stevens during 
the conference. 


Cuban women are especially interested 
in the attitude of the conference toward 
the subject of improving the status of 
women because they are confidently ex- 
pecting the inclusion of women in the new 
Cuban constitution to be adopted next 


March. That fact makes them eager to 


work with the Pan- American Conference 
toward establishing Equal Rights in Latin 
America. 

The resolution drawn up and adopted 
on January 15 by the members of the 
Partido Democratico sieiheeiiise is as 
follows: 


“Resolved, That the Partido Democrati- 
co Sufragista calls upon the Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference to negotiate a treaty to 
which all the republics of the Americas 


shall be invited to adhere, declaring that 
men and women shall be equal before the 


law.” 


Mrs. Smith and Miss Stevens had a 
conference on January 16 at the National 
Woman’s Party Havana Headquarters 
with Dr. L. 8S. Rowe, director of the Pan- 
American Union. They discussed the 
procedure of the Conference, the possi- 
bility of setting aside some time when 
representative women from the Americas 


might appear at a hearing of the Commis- 
sion of Jurists or any sub-committee 
which might be appointed to study the 
status of women. 

They also conferred on the likelihood of 
women being asked to address a plenary 
session of the Conference. Dr. Rowe ex- 
plained that the Commission of Jurists 
which drew up the international code for 


- women, as far as the question has been 


studied, will be discharged with the open- 
ing of the Conference and a new com- 
mission appointed. The women asked 
that some official provision be made by 
which the legal experts of the National 
Woman’s Party, who have made an ex- 
haustive study of the laws affecting wom- 
en in the Americas, could collaborate 
with a commission sitting between this 
conference and a subsequent conference 
of the Pan-American Union. 

Muna Lee of the Porto Rico University 
of San Juan, Porto Rico, arrived in 


Havana on January 16 to join the mem- | 


bers of the National Woman’s Party of 
the U. 8. A., Mrs. Clarence M. Smith and 
Doris Stevens, to work with the Pan- 
American Conference on behalf of the 
rights of women. Miss Lee is a gifted 
scholar and expert linguist, who has 
worked in the States with the Woman’s 
Party at the International Parliamentary 
Union, which met last year in Washing- 
ton, D. C. Miss Lee comes with creden- 
tials from the University of Porto Rico. 

Arriving also on the same day to join 
the National Woman’s Party was Mrs. 
Valentine Winters of Dayton, Ohio, 
U. 8. A., national officer of the National 
Woman’s Party, prominent Feminist and 
social leader, to work on behalf of the 
rights of women. 


Attitude [Towards Prostitution 


By Bascom Johnson 
(Reprinted from the Ohio Woman Voter, 
November, 1927.) 


have in those other countries where they 
have been practiced. _ 

Various reasons are advanced by mu- 
nicipal authorities for their failures to 
mete out equal justice. Under close scru- 
tiny, however, these excuses fail to dis- 
close sound logic or to prove that the civic 
administrators can not practice fair deal- 
ing. What is shown is that the authori- 
ties in question have attempted to take 
a short cut by applying opportunist rather 
than basically sound measures. They have 
taken the easier way rather than the more 
difficult path which a sound and unpreju- 
diced plan would necessitate. 

Difficulties in the way of securing evi- 
dence and convictions against the male 
partner to the offense are cited as reasons 


for the failure. Admitting that these are 
very real difficulties, they are not impos- 
sibilities. 

Then, again, the argument is advanced 
that the habitual women prostitutes are 
by far the more numerous offenders and 
that they constitute the main menace from 
both public- welfare and public - health 
standpoints. This argument fails to con- 
sider the man who consorts with them— 
who becomes infected and who often- 
times infects innocent members of his 
family or others with whom he comes in 
contact. 

The solution of the problem lies in the 
rigorous enforcement of the laws, this en- 
forcement to be equitably applied to both 
sexes. Until this is done fair-minded men 
and women can but regard the programs 
in those communities which tolerate un- 
just discrimination, as menaces to good 
government. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

te secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human | 
relationships. 


tHE LUCKKTIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


*Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


f Senate Joint Resolution Number 11.1 
House Joint Resolution Number 81. 


introduced in the Senate, December 8, 1925. 
by SENATOR E. Cortis. 
intreduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 16, 1925, 
by D. R. ANTHORY. 


They Were Right 


| W ITH the memory of the pioneer Feminists fresh in our minds we call 


the attention of our readers to an article on another page of this 

issue which we have taken the liberty of reprinting in full from the 
Ohio Woman Voter. The article is signed by Bascom Johnson, director of the 
Division of Legal Measures for the American Social Hygiene Association. 


We reprint the article because we believe that Lucretia Mott and the other 


pioneers would have liked to read it. It presents precisely the point of view 


of those who believe in Equal Rights, and it comes from a man with back- 
ground and experience. Many, many years ago there were voices crying in 
the wilderness, unheard, the same message that Mr. Johnson today phrases 
to an attentive and conservative and enfranchised public. It is beautiful to 
have such trenchant proof that the pioneers were right, but we are left with 
a sense of longing that they too might have seen some of the fruits of their 
labors. We append Mr. Johnson’s itinerary through life so far in order to 
indicate what manner of man he is and so further to substantiate his evidence. 


Mr. Johnson was graduated from Yale University in 1900 with an A.B. 
Degree, and in 1903 from the University of Pennsylvania with an L.L.B. He 
practiced law in Philadelphia from 1903 to 1909. He served as law officer 
for the Federal Indian Bureau, Washington, D. ©., from 1909 to 1911; from 
1912 to 1913 he was secretary of the Recreation Committee of New York City; 
from 1915 to 1917 Mr. Johnson was in charge of the association’s law enforce- 
ment campaign in San Francisco, which led ultimately to the closing of the 
notorious Barbary Coast; and from 1917 to 1919 he was on active duty in the 
United States Army as major of the Sanitary Corps. During this time he 
served as director of the Law Enforcement Division of War Department Com- 
mission on Training Camp Activities, and during the latter part of the war 
he was assigned to special duty in connection with the program of the chief 
surgeon of the American Expeditionary Forces for combatting venereal dis- 
eases. During the years 1924 to 1927 Mr. Johnson acted as director of investi- 
gations for the Commission of Experts on Traffic in Women and Children of 
the League of Nations. | 


Why We Are in Havana 


UR readers will be interested in a statement issued by Doris Stevens 
() from our Havana Headquarters explaining why the National Woman’s 
Party has sent emmissaries to the Pan-American Conference, now 
holding sessions in Havana. Miss Stevens, as Chairman of our Committee on 
International Action, presents the official attitude of the Woman’s Party on 
the question of Equal Rights in international law. Her statement follows: 


“We have come to the Pan-American Conference to propose the first treaty 
ever proposed by women on behalf of women in the history of the world. 


“We propose a treaty which will make impossible further subjection of 


women in the twenty-two sovereign American ~_——— members of the Pan- 
American Union, 


“We propose this treaty at a time when a new code of teinittona) law 
is being born on these continents. The new world is making new laws which. 
will vitally affect the lives of the majority of men and women of the western 
hemisphere. 

“Women of the new world come for action to this international body 
because it has full power to draft a treaty which will end the subjection of 
women on these continents. 


“There is no time to be lost. An internatonal code is being drawn up. If 
we do not start with a code which establishes Equal Rights between men and 
women, we shall be merely repeating the errors made by the integral republics 
within these American States. If we fail now through carelessness or lack 
of determination, our grandchildren will then face the always difficult task 
of abolishing inequalities established now. 

“This need not be. There is a way more just. And if this continent leads 
the way, the rest of the world will follow. 

“The Pan-American Conference has the great opportunity to do a beautiful 
and historic thing: to begin negotiations of a treaty on behalf of the twenty- 


two sovereign States, affirming the principle that men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the new world.” 
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Pan-American Conferences—Past and Present 


of American States was held in 

Washington, D. C., from October 2, 
1889, to April 19, 1890. The invitation 
to this conference was authorized by an 
Act of Congress of the United States, 
promulgated May 24, 1888, directing the 
President of the United States to invite 
the Republics of Mexico, Central and 
South America, Haiti, the Dominican 
Republic, and the Empire of Brazil to 
meet in conference with the United States. 
The work of the conference resulted in 
the adoption of 19 recommendations, the 
only one of importance being that creat- 
ing the “International Union of the Amer- 
ican Republics,” now the “Pan-American 
Union,” the other recommendations hav- 
ing been modified by subsequent con- 
ferences. 

The second conference met at Mexico 
city from October 22, 1901, to January 22, 
1902. 

At the third conference, held at Rio de 
Janeiro in 1906, a Committee of Jurists 
was created to prepare a draft of a code 
of public and private international law. 

The fourth conference was held at 
Buenos Aires in 1910. The fifth confer- 
ence met at Santiago, Chile, in 1923. At 
that conference a resolution was offered 
by Mr. Soto Hall, delegate of Guatemala, 
and seconded by Mr. Alvarado Quiros, 


+ HE First International Conference 


president of the delegation from Costa 


Rica, requesting the inclusion in the pro- 
gram of future Pan-American confer- 
ences of the topic referring to the rights 
of women. Mr. Rivas Vicuna, secretary 
general, offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously passed: 

“The Fifth International Conference of 
American States, Resolves: 

“1, To recommend the Governing 
Board of the Pan-American Union to in- 
Clude in the program of future confer- 
ences the study of the means of abolishing 
the constitutional and legal incapacities 
of women, for the purpose of securing, 
in due course and by means of the develop- 
ment of adequate capacities, the conse- 


By Jane Norman Smith 


quent responsibilities and the same civil 
and political rights for women that are 
today enjoyed by men. 

“2. In order to attain this purpose, 
it recommends that the American gov- 


ernments promote the moral, intellectual 


and physical education of women. — 

*3. To recommend to the governments 
of the continent, the revision of their civil 
legislation for the purpose of modifying 
the provisions that do not correspond to 


the present cultural conditions of Ameri- 


can women, and which keep them in an 
unjustified inequality of rights because 
of sex. 

“4. To recommend each of the Ameri- 
can republics to prepare a memoir on the 
position of women as determined by their 
constitutions and laws, and on the devel- 
opment of feminine culture and education 
in their respective countries, in order that 
same may be communicated to the govern- 
ments and to the Governing Board of the 
Pan-American Union, to serve as a basis 
for investigation. 

“5. To recommend to the governments 
that women be included on the delegation, 
in order that they may be able to partici- 
pate in the work of future conferences.” 

The International Commission of Ju- 
rists, appointed at Rio de Janeiro in 1906 


_to prepare a draft of a code of public and 


private international law, met at Rio de 
Janeiro April 18 to May 20, 1927, and 
drafted a plan for a “General Convention 
of Private International Law,” which in- 
cluded 53 articles relating especially to 
the status of women, to be submitted to the 
Sixth International Conference of Ameri- 
can States at Havana, January 16, 1928. 
The first article relates to domicile, and 
states that “The legal domicile of the head 
of the family extends to the wife and 
minor children,” and other articles cover 
“Matrimony and Divorce,” “Paternity and 
Filiation,” “Community Property,” and 
“Offenses Committed Outside the National 
‘Territory. 


The program of the Sixth International 
Conference, held in Havana on January 
16, 1928, so far as it relates to women, 
reads : 

“Ty. # 

“TI. Matters of an Inter-American 
Juridical Nature. 

“1. Consideration of the results of the 
Commission of Jurists which assembled 
at Rio de Janeiro. 

+ 
3. The Commission of Jurists which 
assembled at Rio de Janeiro was en- 
trusted, by resolution of the Fifth Inter- 
national Conference of American States, 
with making comparative studies tending 


toward uniformity in civil law, commer- 


cial law, procedure law, and other 
branches of private law; and the Govern- 


ing Board has recommended that they 


give preferential attention to the prepa- 
ration of projects of uniform legislation 


on: 


“(a) 

“(d) Legislative measures for extend- 
ing to women the same civil rights as 
those enjoyed by adult males; 

( e) 

“(f) Legislation designed to prevent 
the loss of nationality by a woman be- 
cause of marriage ; 


“Tf the commission should not have time 


to prepare these projects, this topic will 


be considered included in the program 
and submitted to the consideration of the 
Sixth Conference.” 


No woman’s name appears on the list 
of delegates to the Sixth International 
Conference. 

The delegates from the United States 
are Hon. Charles E. Hughes, chairman; 
Oscar Underwood, Dwight L. Morrow, 
Morgan J. O’Brien, James Brown Scott, 
Rev. Lyman Wilbur, Dr. Leo Rowe, Noble 
Brandon Judah (Ambassador to Cuba). 


Equal Rights the Conference 


ROM Havana comes the news, as we 
b go to press, that Charles Evans 

Hughes, chairman of the American 
delegation to the Pan-America conference, 
will not oppose the effort of the National 
Woman’s Party to have the principle of 
Equal Rights included in the projected 
code of international law for the 
Americas. 

The task the Woman’s Party has set 
for itself is a large one, but not hopeless, 
he added, in complimenting Doris Stevens 
and Jane Norman Smith, the Woman’s 
Party delegation, on the progress already 
achieved. 


The press dispatches say that the Wom- 
an’s Party proposal will be put before a 
plenary session of the conference. Mrs. 
Smith, chairman of the National Council, 
and Miss Stevens, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on International Action, have al- 


ready conferred with Dr. Antonio Sanchez — 


Bustamente, president of the conference, 
on the best way to bring the Equal Rights 
proposal before this conference of twenty- 
one American republics. 

Meanwhile, the delegations of Seemues 
and Salvador have pledged their support 


to the proposal to have the conference 


adopt a treaty or some form of inter- 


national code embodying the principle 


The Havana Evening Telegram on Jan- 
uary 13 referred to the Woman’s Party’s 
work for Equal Rights in the conference 
as follows: 

“Many distinguished Cuban Feminists 
are welcoming the clever trio of women 
who have opened headquarters for the 
National Woman’s Party at suite 312 at 
the Sevilla for the duration of the con- 
ference. Their banner hangs from the 
balcony of the suite and is proving an 
inspiring rally for women here deeply in- 
terested in promoting harmonious rela- 
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tions between women of the Americas and 
in aiding them to assure their status in 
the codification of law which is in the 
agenda of the conference.” 

The National Woman’s Party is work- 
ing with women of the other republics in 
North, Central, and South America and 


the Caribbean to have the Pan-American 
Conference go on record for Equal Rights, 
as the question of the equalization of the 
civil status of women was already on the 
agenda of the conference. 

On Wednesday afternoon, January 18, 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, advisory finance chair- 


Rights 


man of the Woman’s Party, told the story 
of the Woman’s Party’s work for Equal 
Rights on the Western Hemisphere over 
the radio, Station WGBS, New York. 
The Colorado Branch also broadcast 
the Woman’s Party’s decision to work for 
Equal Rights throughout the New World. 


Speech by Maria Callado 


“GENTLEMEN AND COMRADES: 

66 SAY comrades so as not to estab- 
lish any difference of sex, and 
because I feel that all women 

present, although some of them may not 

be militant in the ranks of our organiza- 
tion, are comrades in the noble struggle 
which we have undertaken for the prog- 
ress of woman. 

“T have the deepest satisfaction in greet- 
ing in the name of the Partido Democrati- 


co Sufragista, which thus welcomes into 


its midst these illustrious American suf.- 
fragists, Mrs. Smith and Miss Stevens, 
who are now visiting us. I am exceed- 
ingly glad to introduce you to these 
ladies, who belong to a powerful group 
in the United States—the National Wom- 
an’s Party. 

“Tt is they who last year, when our 


President, General Machado, visited the — 


YP to January 10, several bills di- 
rectly affecting women had been 
introduced in Congress. Leading 
in number are bills that, in addition to 
other proposed changes in the immigra- 
tion law of 1924, would give to the alien 
husband of an American citizen the right 
to enter this country outside of the quota. 
This right the alien wife of a citizen now 
has. The removal of this discrimination 
against the American woman who hap- 
pens to marry a foreigner has been rec- 
ommended by the Commissioner of Immi- 


gration in his annual report. The Na- 


tional Woman’s Party has been deeply 
interested in this change and has urged 
it on every occasion. Among members 
of Congress who are sponsoring bills of 
this kind are Sabath of [llinois, Wood of 
Indiana, Bacon, MacGregor, LaGuardia 
and Dickstein of New York. Curiously 
enough, on the day on which Mr. Dick- 
stein introduced his bill, known as H. R. 
6998, he also introduced another (H. R. 
7000) to exempt from the quota restric- 
tions the wives and children of-aliens who 
have declared their intention to become 
citizens of the United States but omitted 
the husbands and children of women 
declarants. Thus easy is it to attempt to 
remove a discrimination in one law and 
write one into another. That the latter 
bill will pass is doubtful, although some- 
thing of this sort has been recommended 


by President Coolidge on several occa- 


sions; but one of the bills giving the right 


Women in Con: 


President of Partido Democratico Sufra- 
gista, Welcoming Mrs. Smith and Miss 
Stevens, Who Spoke Before This Party 
January 14, 1928, at 6 Prado, Havana. 


noble American nation, came to greet him 
and asked him to immediately grant to 
Cuban women all political and civil rights. 
By this act they repeated the system 


which they had previously adopted toward — 


the President of their own nation, to 
whom they had appealed constantly, de- 
manding the rights of American women. 


“Mrs. Smith and Miss Stevens there- 
fore represent the energy and abnegation 
of the American Woman, who in her pur- 
pose to free herself has not retreated even 
before the bars of prison, which opened 
to her in categoric denial of her aspira- 


By Emma Wold, Secretary of 
the National Woman's Party 


of easier entrance to the husband of a 
citizen will probably become law at this 
session. 

Mr. Bacon of New York has again intro- 
duced a bill to place outside the quota an 
American born woman who lost her citi- 
zenship by marriage to an alien prior to 
September 22, 1922. This would enable a 
number of women now waiting a place 
in the quota of the country of which they 
automatically become citizens to return 
as permanent residents and regain their 
citizenship by naturalization after a 
year’s residence. The weakness in Mr. 
Bacon’s bill is that it fails to take account 
of American-born women who, since Sep- 
tember 22, 1922, have lost their citizen- 
ship by marriage to aliens ineligible to 
citizenship. 


So long as American women married > 


to aliens are presumed to have ceased to 
be citizens if they live for more than two 
years in the country of the husband or 
for more than five years in another for- 
eign country, there is a menace to them 
in a bill introduced by Mr. Johnson, 
chairman of the House Committee on 
Immigration. This bill, H. R. 168, is in- 
tended to define American citizenship and 
nationality. In definite terms it would 
wipe out a right hitherto enjoyed by a 
person against whom the presumption of 
loss of citizenship has arisen, since it pro- 


tions. These two women, who are today 
our guests of honor, were yesterday 
prisoners for the sublime ideal of the 
redemption of woman. 

“They have succeeded in seeing the 
triumph of their cause, as far as the 
vote is concerned, in all the states of the 
American Union, but in some of them 
there still remain many rights to be won 
by woman. Her task is not finished even 
in her own country, and that is why she 
has come to Cuba to remind the members 
of the Pan-American Conference that 
their program for discussion—which will 
begin in a few hours—includes the abso- 
lute equality of rights between men and 
women. 

“They demand our co-operation in their 
task, which we must be ready to give 
them, not only for the women of Pan- 
America, but also for ourselves.” 


sressional Bills 


vides that the return to the United States 
of such a person, “whether such return 
be for permanent residence or for a tem- 
porary visit,” shall not be sufficient to 
overcome the presumption in the absence 
of proof that the protracted residence 
abroad was not due to one or more of cer- 
tain causes specified in the bill. At the 
present time under rulings of the Attor-. 
ney-General and of the Department of 
State, the return to the United States of 
a naturalized citizen who has been living 
abroad has been taken as evidence of his 
continued intention not to give up his 
United States citizenship. If this sort 
of evidence is made insufficient, American 
born women, who, because of marriage to 
aliens, are treated as naturalized citizens, 
will find greater difficulty in returning to 
the country of their birth, since the causes 
specified in the bill as sufficient to rebut 
the resumption of expatriation do not 
include the business of being a wife or 
home-maker. 

Mr. Johnson’s bill also would provide 
that no alien may be naturalized in this 
country, if there is a wife or husband 
living in a foreign country, until said 
wife or husband shall have come here to 
reside. Unless the immigration law is 
modified to permit the wife or husband of 
a declarant to come in outside of the 
quota, this sort of provision would create 
a hopeless dilemma in which a person can 
not become a citizen because the spouse 
is not here, and the spouse can not be 
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brought in because the other is not a 


citizen. 


Under the immigration law, a visiting 


alien woman who marries a citizen while 
here on a temporary permit, is required 
to go out of the country to secure a non- 
quota visa in order to come in and remain 
as a legally admitted immigrant. Mr. 
Oliver of New York, has a bill, H. R. 274, 
to give all the rights of a non-quota immi- 
grant to any alien who is here temporarily 
and marries a citizen, without departure 
from this country. 

Mr. Arentz of the House and Mr. Oddie 
of the Senate have introduced bills to 
restore United States citizenship to an 
American woman who has lost her citi- 
zenship by marriage and who is residing 
in the United States on September 22, 


- friend of my family who is about to 
take his leave of this world. His 
wisdom and his charm beckon me to him 
often despite the disparity of our years 
and the stress and hurry of my days. My 
old gentleman waved me farewell from 
his bed last week with the words: “I 
may not be here next week, but I shall 
not worry how the world’s to wag when 
I am gone. I have faith in the forward 
looking women of today. * * * * *” 
Among these women is one of the mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Party, a poet who 
has appeared in many periodicals and 
poetry magazines of America. She is a 
native of the old historic town of Fred- 
erick, Maryland, but has lived for the 
past ten years in Colorado Springs, Colo- 
rado. Margaret Tod Ritter has demon- 
strated her belief in Equal Rights by 
quietly going ahead and doing the work 
which she believes will bring beauty and 
nobility to the sum total possession of 
humanity. Macmillan published her first 
book of poems, “Mirrors,” in 1925, and 


| SAT some days ago beside an old 


they are to put out a second volume in — 


the spring. 
One finds in the work of this poet a 


classic appreciation of emotion linked to | 


a glistening power with words. Inti- 
mately acquainted with music, Margaret 
Tod Ritter has combined her fine sensi- 
tiveness to harmony with an unerring rec- 
ognition of human dissonance to make 
poetry of profound significance. With 
this in mind her group of Sonatas become 
facets of human passion couched in metri- 
cal language. Her “Sonnet to a Plow- 
woman of Norway” has been reprinted 
many times—a beautiful portrait of the 
serenity and strength of a European 
peasant woman. The “Visionary” demon- 
Strates the power of a woman’s fancy set 
over against fact. Memory is said to 
weaken with the passing years, but any- 
one having read “Resurgence,” or “Tablet 


1922, provided the marital relation is 
ended. 

By law, six months’ pay is provided for 
the widow, children or certain dependent 
relatives of an officer or enlisted man of 
the regular army where his death results 
from wounds or disease not due to his 


“own misconduct. A bill in the House, 


H. R. 238, would make this law apply 


to the children or dependent relatives of 


nurses of the regular army to the same 
extent and under the same conditions. 

In the Senate has been introduced a 
bill to create a commission to collect and 
publish the records of American women 
in war activities during all the wars in 
which the United States has been engaged. 
The bill, if passed, would authorize an 
appropriation of $250,000. 


By Lillian Pace 


in Bronze,” will have a different opinion 
of this poet’s evocation of the past, while 
the inscrutable tragedy of life is uttered 
by her individual voices. “Cryptogram” 
tells its story: : 
“To suffer until thought 
Draws a grey blind 
Over the haggard eyes 
Leaving the mind 


Incredibly alert, 
Leaving the soul 
Trapped like a wounded beast 
In a dark hole— | 


Truly, never for these 
Do priests invent 

Their ludicrous conceits 
Of punishment.” 


The abandoned grief in “Hero’s Invo- 
cation to Death” ends: 


“Wrap me round with tidal Me 
Samite for my bridal. 


I who have no lover— 
Cold waves make me over! 


In one of her finest sonnets, “Premoni- 
tion,” the lines run: 
“Partly because it had not been her way 
To speak of self; partly because she 
knew 
These were but trial deaths she strug- 
gled through.” 


The indomitable spirit with which the 


pain of life is met is manifested over and 
over: 


“DAWN” 


“Has then 
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In the House, at the request of the 
Legislature of Hawaii, a bill has been 
brought in to authorize the calling of 
women in Hawaii for jury duty. This 
bill provides for exemptions if women 
ask it. 


Among proposed constitutional amend- 
ments that would affect women is one to 
give Congress power to legislate on mar- 
riage and divorce; and another to sub- 
ject to conscription, in case of war, the 
persons, lives and liberties of all citizens. 

For the District of Columbia, Mr. Gil- 
bert of Kentucky, has introduced a meas- 
ure to equalize the law relating to inherit- 
ance so that male and female relatives of 
certain degrees of kinship take equally 
both of real and personal property. 


Margaret Ritter 


A sword been run 

Through an exultant heart 

That all this red should drench the floor 
Of heaven?” | 


As in the following excerpt from “Pro- 
cession of the Velvet Paws,” poem after 
poem shows triumph of spirit over flesh, 
of imagination over circumstance: 


“One thing I'll do, if only one: 
Command the lean days where to run— 
Menaced by all, dismayed by none.” 


Though the majority of her work is 
grave in quality, Miss Ritter’s sense of 
humor shows itself in irrepressible fash- 
ion in “Lady Anne’s Meditations During 
Divine Service”; also “Cantrip.” “Guide 
to Edgware Row, London”; “House of 
Emma Hart, 1783” is a delicious picture 
of Lady Hamilton. “Wall Maps” is the 


light-hearted telling of many travels 


hither and yon by one whose lyric imagi- 
nation has outdistanced the slow march 
of painful days. 

A particularly fine piece of work lately 
completed by Miss Ritter, and which 
should be most interesting to readers of 
Equa Ricuts, is a series of portrait im- 
pressions of women. They include poetic 
analyses of Pavlowa, Sappho, Emily 
Bronté, Marie Bashkirtseff, George Sand, 
Sarah Bernhardt, Eleanora Duse, Heloise, 
Salome, Cleopatra, Mumtaz-I, Mahal, and 
Unknown Woman. These studies display 
a subtle understanding of women, diverse 
in time, thought, and experience. Miss 
Ritter, herself, expresses in her own life 
and accomplishment the character of 
Emily Bronte, for alone, and apart, she 
has striven unceasingly, has dared the 
heights and has made a place for herself 
indisputable among the poets. Below, as 
a fitting close to this brief study of her 
work, is the “Portrait Impression of 
Emily Bronte” in full: 
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“Alone! Alone! Alone! The scattered 
herd | 

Out-hoofed by one not Satan. Ah, the 

gorse! | 

Pushing into the granite with a force 

Imposible to weigh. Sing, wanton bird; 

Sing, heart. This is thy hill-top and 
thy hour. 


FTHR attend- 

ing the open- 
ing of the Pan- 
American Confer- 
ence yesterday with 
what they term deep satisfaction over the 
purposes of the conference as the two 
presidents outlined it, Miss Doris Stevens, 
Mrs. Valentine Winters and Mrs. Clar- 


Woman’ s Party 


Hawana Telegram, 
January 17, 1928. 


ence M. Smith, representing the party at 


this occasion, sent flowers to Mrs. Cool- 
idge, with the following message to the 
President: 

“Mr. President: 


“We listened with deep satisfaction 


Three perpendicular miles of road hang 
down 

From thee to Haworth; even so a brown 

Rope loosely dangles from a tree in 
flower. 

Some call me mad because I choose to 
wade 


Deep in the twilight-purple tide of”. 


Press Comment 


and firm hope to your opening address 
this morning before the plenary session 
of the sixth Pan-American Conference. 
We heartily endorse the sentiment which 
you so beautifully expressed that one of 
the purposes of Pan-Americanism is to 
extend the domain of human freedom in 
the western hemisphere, 


“We wish to inform you that a commit- 
tee on international action of the Na-. 


tional Woman’s Party is in Cuba to ask 
the Pan-American Conference to begin 
negotiations of a treaty which will secure 
and make permanent to the women of the 


western hemisphere equality between men — 


Equal Rights 


heather 


Saying: “Her an’ th’ devil’s there to- 
gether.” 


So be it, since the devil’s not afraid! 


Deny thy prison, heart; ascend thy 
throne; | 


Sing, wanton bird. 


Alone! Alone! 
Alone!’ 


and women before the law. When such 
a treaty shall be ratified by these repub- 
lies it will then be impossible for any sig- 
natory to it to further discriminate 
against women in the law on account of 
sex. | 


“We believe this to be in the spirit of 
the new international law of this country. 
We therefore call upon you, Mr. President 
—just as the presidents of the other re- 
publics will be called upon—to use your 
great influence and your treaty-making 
power to initiate the negotiation of such 
a treaty.” 


News from the Field 


Cuban Ambassador Assists Woman’ s 
Party Representatives 
MBASSADOR OrESTES F'prRARA, Cuban 
Ambassador to the United States, 
on January 17 personallly installed the 
National Woman’s Party table in the ad- 


ministrative building of the. University of 


Havana, at the request of Miss Doris 
Stevens, Chairman of the Committee on 
International Action of the American or- 
ganization. 

The table will be in the administrative 
building of the university, where all the 
conference committees are sitting, where 
are located the press and telegraph offices, 
the office of the Secretariat of the Pan- 
American Union, and where all the ad- 
ministrative business of the conference 


will be carried on. 


Mrs. Thomas de Mederos, member of 
the local committee which is working 
with the International Committee during 


the conference, will be in charge of the 


table. She will be assisted each day by 
local Feminists. 


The table will serve as a distributing 
center to explain the purpose of bringing 
before the delegates the question of the 
rights of women, which is on the agenda 
of the Pan-American Conference. 

The request for a hearing before the 
Commission of Jurists, who will be ap- 
pointed to take charge of the study of the 
rights of women, was presented on Janu- 


ary 17 to Ambassador Ferrara, who is a 


member of the Cuban delegation to the 


Pan- American Conference. 


“IT have always been a great friend of 
the aspirations of women,” said Ambassa- 
dor Ferrara. “For years I have advo- 
cated greater emancipation for the mem- 
bers of your sex. You may count upon 


me to do all in my power to see that the 


discussion of your rights gets full atten- 
tion.” 


Working with the National Woman’s 
Party at the Headquarters at the Sevilla 
and the table at the university are Dr. 
Julia Martinez, famous educator; Senora 
Luis Baralt, Jr.; Senora Blanche Baralt, 
wife of the former Cuban Minister to 
Peru; Senora Amalia de Mallen de Osto- 
laza; Mrs. L. 8S. Houston; Maria Callado, 
president of the Partido Democratica 
Sufragista; Dr. Margot Lopez; Senora 
Rafael M. de Fernandez; Miss Frances 
Guerra, and others. 


Visitors at Headquarters 


ISITORS at National Headquarters 

of the National Woman’s Party in 
Washington last week included several 
distinguished women writers: Ernestine 
Evans, who is with the new Coward- 
McCann firm of publishers; Genevieve 
Parkhurst of Pictorial Review; and Crys- 
tal Eastman, who was representing the 
Nation here. Miss Evans and Miss East- 
man are both associate editors of Equa. 
RIGHTS. 


Mrs. Stephen Pell of New York, na- 
tional advisory finance chairman, con- 


ferred with Mabel Vernon at Headquarters 
on the Woman’s Party’s budget. 

Gertrude Franchat Tone, New York, of 
the Woman’s Peace Union, was another 
visitor. 


Organizing in Massachusetts 
LLIOTT T. CARTER, a graduate of 
Radcliffe College in 1923, is organ- 
izing for the National Woman’s Party in 
Boston, Massachusetts where Alice Mo- 
vius is acting chairman of the State 
Branch. 
Miss Carter ithe before the National 
Civic Federation on Wednesday after- 


‘noon, January 18, on the Equal Rights 


Amendment to the United States Con- 
stitution. Speaker Loring-Young of the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives 
spoke against the amendment, speaking 
in favor of labor legislation based upon 
sex, and against Federal establishment of 
the principle of Equal Rights between 
men and women. 

On Tuesday evening, January 24, Flor- 
ence Rogatz spoke on the Equal Rights 
Amendment before the Civic Federation. 
The plan of the organization is to hold 
one afternoon meeting and one evening 
meeting on each subject, to meet the con- 
venience of all kinds of people. 
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